
17.3.36. 



28.9.38. 


7^ 41. 

r a’ '' 

- 0 , 

o. 


18.8.41. 


?. Kov./41. 






MltlUTZ SHEET. 


1. 


Ref.no: ff.MM?*... 


From S.3. S.H., report re Eric Arthur BLAIR. 


2 . 


Copy of S.3. report re BLAIR 3 ORWELL. 


3. 


la. 


2a. 


Extract from Press Cutting from ilanchester Guardian re ORYflSLL. 3a. 


4. 


Vetting Enquiry for emp. with B.3.C. for BLAIE. 


5. 


Request for P/p particulars re BLAIR. 


6 . 


4a. 


5a. 


Photo of replies by George ORWELL to Questionnaire issued by "LEFT".6e. 


1 . ■ , , t.n 
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24.1.42. 


-1.2.4'. 




12.2.42. 


1 

KJ.-27.9330/80ii 

W. 


a * 


S.B. resort re Eric 3LAIR. 


7u. 


8 . 


Note from ?.2.a. to I.P.I. re 3L.IR, and others. 



9. 


N.B . 

In view of the report at serial 7a which rather contradicts 
the impression giver, by ORWELL'S writings, I spoke to Inspector Gill 
of Special 3ranch asking whether his Sergeant could elaborate on the 
question of BLAIR's’advanced Communist views." Mr. Gill rang me up 
this morning to say that Serg. Ewing described BLAIR as being "an 
unorthodox Communist" apparently holding many of their views but by 
no means subscribing fully to the Party's policy. I gathered that the 
good Sergeant was rather at a loss as to how he could describe this 
rather individual line, hence the expression "advanced Communist Views". 

This fits in with the picture we have of BLAIR 3 ORWELL. It is 
evident from his recent writings - "The Lion and the Unicorn" and 
his contribution to Gollancz's symposium "The Betrayal of the Left" - 
that he does not hold with the Communist Party nor they with him. 



( Si/ned) O^ilvie . 


I 




10 . 


Vetting enquiry from the Ministry of Food for erap. of Mrs BLr-IR. 


10a. 


D17 


(r.T.o. 
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MINUTE SHEET 


Reference. 


To. T f W of Food in reply to 10a re BLAIR, Mrs 


vetting enquiry re Eric Arthur BLAIR 


through IVKa 


"-Application has been received for Eric Arthur BLAIR to be accredited 
correspondent of the "Sunday Observer" at Allied Forces H.Q. 

i • *jSf v V. 

•r* 5 ».f,'You are, no doubt, aware of -the facilities grented to accredited 
correspondents as apart from visits of ordinary newspaper correspond¬ 
ents,' and we would be grateful for your views of the proposed accredi¬ 
tation of BLAIR. 


Presumably you will do this if con- 


Wo have not consulted I.P.I 
sidered necessary. 


(1577) 50839/1245 
1.000.000 3/40 JC*SLid 
Gp644/229 
(REGIMINT) 
CODE 5-34-0 


J. 


[OVER 
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P3.10.4:5. Reply to :\n.3. re E 


Extract from 3.B. report re Internetional Youth Council and 
World Youth Council, mentioning ORWELL. 


Press cutting from Tribune "As I Please ' 1 by George 
OHWrlL. 


17.11.52 Note (HRSec.) re death of OR’ELL 


THIS IS A COPY 
ORIGINAL DOCUMENT RETAINED 
IN DEPARTMENT UNDER SECTION 
3 ( 4 ) OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS 
ACT 1968 A uc, os^ 'Zoofe' 
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viff 


NOTE.—Personal Identification Papers It.g., Passport Application Papers, Birth Certificate, Marriage 
Certificate, Photograph, Specimen of Handwriting, Copy of Aliens Registration Card) are not 
to be placed in the body of the file but must be enclosed in an envelope attached to the left 
side of the file. 


PERSONAL PARTICULARS. 

* 


File No.: ?.?. 62, 1 (S<> . 



Name: ORWELL, George. 
Alias: BIAIR, Sric Arthur. 


’Address: 1941 . 77, Parliament Hill, N.W. 


Identity No.: DFHA/97/l. 

Nat.: British. 

Born at: Motihari, Bengal, 
on: 25-6.02. 

’Occupation: 1922-1328 . Indian Police. 
’Employer: 1936 . Journalist and Auther. 
1941 . B.B.C. 


Inf.: 1936 . Communist Sympathiser. 
1950 . Mod. 




Traces 
extracted: 


CS. 


REP. 

Mnde by..on.29.*£/.5.3.v. 

•Quote date. 


This form, and any other papers filed on the left-hand aide—except the Minute Sheet(s), index sheet, 
carding sheet and 8. Form 239—should be transferred to a new volume. 


8. Form 2lB/rev. 12.52. 
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> 





cqntenis . 

Photographa awl Paasport Particulars of ORWELL. 
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CODE No. 27-22 





Catalogue Reference:kv/2/2699 


















Catalogue Reference:kv/2/2699 
















Car 281136. (BUnl 


Th< wboli of the Diclnralioii and Marginal Particular) ihould b* in the Applicant'! own han dwriting - 

ThU epees !■ marred for 


ISSUE 


Bp.it>:- 

EUROP 

/ 




WdMklt/V 


<1. lb. c—af .Mldm .-to. a. ... J 10 . -i-rau Pa-p.l lb. W ,b * 

!«■■> ** IWJIU Ik • (tom (K) l. t. oWtoaad *(** .«•!—Uaa to Ik. I **!*.* 1 Ma| 

193^ . 


b) C/u-t 4 


*&I, th* fn.Wtoi*»d. (b) C/u-c A'.ttwr P>LA1 R. 

al prenrot muting 


# Surnaiu. oolj- in Block Capiuu Declaration to be made bv Applicant for Pa—port- t 

I- Im data awl toaa .bare 
ala.iKJ al— *ll‘a* ik Iha ftoto 
< 1 ») Oomiu aan— <oJ aatname ■! 
th. aft-i«*M i« fall tSaiaato. 
in time* ilimuai 
(«) Ik II. «—• d a Uinuw, U.kino 
>v ,k*. ... am wh— numif i. 

.l.tool'kl, lb. pan. ilki .d .1.11. 
aiwl l-.nl. refund *• (dl ark IM 
J l..i Lata 1 'iani .< r...aia 
III*.• .s. a..i -I lb. aw*"**' 
banatf. 

< 4 ) »lal. .tail kalhiial auiuk tf, 
a a'.nab «.!•;-« I.t both ar a 
llru-l, a .lift -1 hi ut«lil.«l»i. 

Ba. .ah (XtoclaO pa., Or la 
ia. caaa ... a Hainan traraur 
»T aairaauaarioa .11 Uanru 
*lon T ar aaca. 

(a) W,f. *~ l eblldna ah-uhl «!j h. 
larhktod If Iba. .la mt |— 

toiwau l‘awfa IMn«. HI 
Iba Weed* Ik tew kata Ik ilka. 

(f) f IU1I1 nl and la.lial abb* 1 
If I l •••* - kMl afiplk«l 4 a J 

SOM - *11 |**1l>ea l'aaa, - .la 

nft.i la -i.ai.tod <■-. 

(h) Mgnaiara ..I ap)'lhai.L 

Tha appiraaiit ia«*l ato. aula a 
a,a. .Ikak ba .|uaMa .a Iba 
lank .lip ana. ba .1 lab* laarkad** 

Ul Nan— and .|aaliftolb« of |*m.a 
•—If.Ik* Iba u. UralI.a. < — 

K.v.Uli. f. « al 1 —k), III — 

M.rr, Jf.gurml.. fv-to* 
af «*a /W. If ...to- ^ 
ff«f*rwa, ftoraicf«r-to-h.*,r ( .1.*a^ 

XdiaOto. rkj+cn-. Awpaaa. 4 . , 

(l.lkf |.rdtoa-i.al to Irani—. 

**lta^kto—latina. fn- — 

Ian to .dhriala cd ftoaitog l'."k 

al—.Id Uar Iba I, lalad Itaiap 

a/ lb. Baa k bir. to.. 


declare that I am 


■uni o<4 baling 1*1 tha atotui of Bntiak auipet tha. *ni aired. I hereby apply for a Paaaj-rt for travelling 

lo a£.C (va'aa. UUktldi 


for the 


CAUTIOM. 

T Th* atuntloo of panoaa who 
are aakad to thU declaration 
to apadally called to tha fact 
that It can only b* ilgned from 
paraonai knowledge of tha appli¬ 
cant and not from Information 
nhlalnad from other peraona. 


(fa) Signed trtaa. »• ' &*+. 

tAsi) 1« th* V ndaraiginal. (i) . J rljp * < *^W*> 

of VY /W: . hereby declare that In tha beat of my 

' * Mr. « , 

peraonal boo*lodge and baliof the above-mml. dedaiattoa and daacriplion of tlto and U— 

aa » fit and propor pereon to reoair* a Brito I'amporl I have known the ay 


Pa<rroaaAr«a Trro uuli 
wttth «ko«y he arrtiflrvi 


him him 

inio. and I cm from my personal knowledge of rooch 

it fur ( fcvapyeara 

Signad ♦ 0 . to - —j 

kkDtokkUd dk|d—M fkk«to|ba d iha appfiaaal (and .if. d to be .kdkd4) aol k. a/al, aka af 
aad algitod as tha back bj lb. faaiaator, aa Min—. -1 earufy Ibal tbla pbatogTapli » a 


157933 


Doaorlptlon of Applloant. 

*r 32 _ 

Mlatoa _ 

C mfpbae^totoW Ta itfs^ U*1LZ )ta. 

Mi. 

rt-../W«* MitlLjC, (ic^aaL, 

/•u. ./ k.ni ^- . 11 J _ 

llr.,U 


Ip t- 

f-W *' * -e Ti^iwto. 


roi«, don. j.ok.— ...e.. "CtUOHaOkia iwaif 

toptoWawoim 4 

* HI -I ■ ----< 1 .. fll.l 


CHANOX Or NAME. 


l/litn totok atakpa «/ an— Ua mnf -.Voke* 
la anarn In ^dhl 
Apatova af Catl*. - fV.,'. 


Daaorlptlon of wlfa or Applloant, If to bo 
inelndod on Uis Paaaport 


>>. wbnd nil to dM—W 


to. af inf. if ta to ■ 


IMPORTANT. 


a Appllcaau. and paraono racoimnendlnf! them, arc 

warned that hhouM any of tha autemenu contAlncd 

in their roupeeme dccUrationt pro»e to lie untrue , 
to tham m»y be ttrlom. 


Children ondtr the age 

■-'Malariaa Nawwa 


on till Paiiport, 
fura or Biare. In. 
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Reference. 




Note for file: 


George 0K7ELL @ Erio Arthur BLAIR died 
on the 21st. January, 1950. 


HR Secretary ; 

17.11.52 


(17*3)WtY3J&85,«30 
11/51 800.000 ICiS 
Ltd. Gp736/210 
(RIGIMITS) 
Cod. 5-35-0 



isSHIs' 

7$ iQfi8. Ao^oSTOooj^ 


I OF • 

1958 
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DECEMBFR 8. 1944 


AS I PLEASE: by George Orwell 


Fascism is irrelevant. I have been guilty of 
saying this myself more than once. The 
same argument is applied to Trotskyists. 
Trotskyists arc often credited, at any rate by 
Communists, with being active and conscious 
agents of Hitler; but when you point out 
the many and obvious reasons why this is 
unlikely to be true, the “ objectively " line 
of talk is brought forward again. To 
criticise the Soviet Union helps Hitler: 
therefore “ Trotskyism is Fascism." And 
when this has been established, the accusa¬ 
tion of conscious treachery is usually 
repeated. 

This is not only dishonest: it also carries 
a severe penalty with it. If you disregard 
people's motives, it becomes much harder to 
foresee their actions. For there are occa¬ 
sions when even the most misguided person 
can see the results of what he is doing. 
Here is a crude but quite possible illustra¬ 
tion. A pacifist is working in some job 
which gives him access to important military 
information, and is approached by a Ger¬ 
man secret agent. In those circumstances 
his subjective feelings do make a difference. 
If he is subjectively pro-Nazi he will sell his 
country, and if he isn't, he won't. And 
situations essentially similar though less 
dramatic'are constantly arising. 

In my opinion a few pacifists arc inwardly 
pro-Nazi, and extremist Left-wing parties 
will inevitably contain Fascist spies. The 
important thing is to discover which in¬ 
dividuals are honest and which are not. and 
the usual blanket accusation merely makes 
this more difficult. The atmosphere of 
hatred in which controversy is conducted 
blinds people to considerations of this kind. 
To admit that an opponent might be both 
honest and intelligent is felt to be intoler¬ 
able. It is more immediately satisfying to 
shout that he is a fool or a scoundrel, or 
both, than to fint^out what he is really like. 
It is this habit of mind, among other things, 
that has made political prediction in our 
time so remarkably unsuccessful. 


FOR years past I have been an industrious 
collector of pamphlets, and a fairly steady 
reader of political literature of all kinds. 
The thing that strikes me more and more— 
—and it strikes a lot of other people, too— 
is the extraordinary vtciousncss and dis¬ 
honesty of political controversy in our time 
| don't mean merely that controversies are 
acrimonious. They ought to be that when 
they are on serious subjects. I mean that 
almost nobody seems to feel that an oppon¬ 
ent deserves a fair hearing or that the 
objective truth matters so long as you can 
score a neat debating point. When I look 

through my collection of p^ph^-Coo- 


WE are told that it is only people s objecuve 
actions that matter, and their subjective feel¬ 
ings are of no importance. Thus, pacifists, 
bv obstructing the war effort, are “objec¬ 
tively " aiding the Nazis: and therefore the 
fact that they may be personally hostile to 








s. Form 81/B.P./SOOO/3.44. . . M J 

EXTRACT. 

ORWELL 

Extract for File No.:..P.E,.. 62162- ■.Name:.._^... 

original m File No. :S.F~464/.69 v-2.....Iaternatlwweriai1142,. Dated: .19.2.44. 

^ 8 I^^ nCl1 ln S * B * ™., 400/42/53. dated.16.2.44 

e A A .by . .Section 

Extracted on 0.^x4... 


Extract from S.B. report re International Youth 
Council and World Youth Council, dated 16.2.44, 


yJ.C 

..»••»»» There are lectures on a variety of 
subjects, exhibitions of matters of topical interest 
and social activities including a weekly dance. • 

During the last four months the following 
have given or been invited to give lectures etc. at 
the Centre. 

•o 

.. George ORWELL. 
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The security Service hove records of this nan, but raise 
no objection to this appointment. 

* .<1 / j . 


.1.5. 

3. Oct. 4:5. 


■ 
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REQUEST FOR LOOK-UP. /. 

REGISTRY. Please look-up undermentioned. ‘Attach further papers. 

If NT is registration number required?.;. 

Section Signature.... .St.Ut.5t. Date....XQ*XQ*~J a 

Sam, .... 

Address 10A. Mortimer Crescent, N.W. 6.. ^ 

.a<W»i... 5B..P»-.BBljtiah 




Further 


On stiff of Sunday Observer, 


Particulars . To. .ha. e.ccr.eli ted.. oar.re3p.oadont. .to. .visit... ALi-iad-. .-’-orce • »•. 



TRACK; 


Signature 


Confirm/ - overleaf if neeeetary. 


g. FORM 144/B.P./6000/9.43 


FOR lffcO|RTiRY USE. 


Va 'Je. ?*■ 

LJ*- 

f 1 

I lAeC- 

T j) ^ Conn. by...iiJ...t.i.'..^.... 
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File No 


PF. 62162 


SERIAL....-!-.??..*..?:?®.'. 

has been removed from this flle. 

FILED IN ERROR . 

SEE 210,808•O^ELLj, Charles. 

Removed by...???/R4.. 


8. Form 198/B.P./8000/5.43 
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P.F.62162/C.3« 



February* 


19W. 


L>ear <sj.< -V'-i 

In reply to 'jopir letter jf 10th February we know 
of no z*euaon v,hy <4frR. ileen HLAlJ^ahould not be employed 
by the Ministry of Food unh I return her application 
form herewith. 


M&y I take Inis opportunity to ask you to arrange 
for the full particulars on the vetting for me to be 
provided when t ese cases are submitted. it ma.-tus it 
very difficult for is to Identify Ifco candidates 
satisfactorily unless xhis information is provided in 
full and, as a result, our replies are considerably 
delayed. 

Yours sincerely, 


L./..Bent, Esq., 
Ministry of Food, 
•ietablichr-ent Division, 
Coluyn Bay, 
Denbighshire. 




1 
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MINISTRY OF FOOD 


COLWYN BAY. 
DENBIGHSHIRE. 


I elegramc : 

Colwyn B«r 

Telephone : Colwyn Boy, 

Any reply to thit communica¬ 
tion thould quote the followint 
reference : 


Dear Osborn. 


I am enclosing herewith a form in 
respect of an officer shortly to be 
employed at the Headquarters of the Ministry 
of Pood, a Mrs* Blair. Since her husband 
writes under the name of George Orwell, 

Mrs. Blair is sometimes also referred to 
as Mrs. George Orwell. 


Would you kindly make the usual 
enquiries and let us know the results as 
soon as possible. 


D.L.R. Osborn, Esq., 
Box 500, 

G.P.O., 

Oxford. 
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MINISTRY OF FOOD . 

Eileen BLAIR (Mrs.) 

Born 25.9.1905 South Shields, 
Ce. Durham. 

British 



Address 111 Langford Conrt, Abbey Rd. 

N.W.8. 


YARA 480 664 . 

Formerly Free lance work i>n B.B.C. 
Scripts. 

Min. of Information. Examiner A. (in 
charge of London Liaison Dept) 

Free lance Journalism. 

Own agency for editing M.S.S. for 
publication. 
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% 

You may be interested in the following information 
which comes from a very delicate source : - Hulk Raj ANAND 
is apparently trying ^or a job in the Indian section of 
the Middle East department of the B.B.C. 

English broadcasts to Lidia are, I believe, under 
the direction of Z.A. BOKHARY of this department. Working 
*ith BOKHARY is an Englishman named Eric Arthur BLAIR 
formerly of the Burma Police who has a good many Indian 
friends. He is believed to have oftisd employment at the 
B.B.C. to K.S.SHELVAiOvAR and Iqbal Gur Partab SIEGE, both 
of whom refused. He is a friend of A. SHBRAMANIAN. 

Eric BLAIR is better known as George OR^ ELL, author 
and journalist, he has been a bit of an anarchist in his 
day and in touch with extremist elements. But he has 
lately thrown in his lot with v ictor GOLLAECZ who as you 
probably kno.. has severed all connection with the Communist 
Party. BLAIR undoubtedly strong Left A mg views but he 
is a long way from orthodox Communism. 

^ 2 ^ 
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w®ssr 


\M-194i 




yt S 


, * 

\ V 




m 

p. flziV* 


aoth 


January, 


Eric 3LAIR. 




301/NWC/ 





' . The following information has been received: 

^Sric BLAIR, who is in the Indian Section of the 
MiddIi~East Department of the B.3.C., and, under the dir¬ 
ection of Z.A.BOKHARY (a Punjabi from Lahore), is In charge 
> of broadcasts in English to India, has been telling some of 
V hi- 8 Indian friends that his department was endeavouring to 
„ get Mulk Raj ANAND on the staff, but that the India Office 
was strongly opposed to the appointment. He assured his 
f) friends, however, that he was going to challenge the right 
of the India Office to dictate as to which people should be 
employed in his department. BLAIR considers that M.R.ANAND 
Ife a well-qualified candidate for the post. 


BLAIR was at one time in the Burma Police. He left 
that service for some unknown reason, and drifted to Paris 
and London, and has written a few books on his experiences, 
under the name of ORWELL. He was practically penniless when 
he found work with the B.B.C. 





This hwti has advanced communist views , and several of 
his IndlairfriendB say that they have often seen him at 
communist meetings. He dresses in a bohemian fashion both at 
his office and in his leisure hours. He is particularly 
friendly with A.SUBRAVANIAN, and has been instrumental in 
securing occasional broadcasts (presumably in Tamil) for 
the latter. 

BLAIR has also offered employment at the B.B.C. to 
K.S.SHELVANKAR and Iqbal Gur P&rtab SIN®; the former turned 
it down as he did not think he would pass the "India Office 
security test", and the latter declined the invitation as 
he felt it might re-act unfavourably on hie political 
career". 

Special branch records show that BLAIR is 
identical with Eric Arthur BLAIR, subject of 301/NWC/683. 

This file 8hows that BLAIR first came under 
notice of the Wigan Borough Police in February, 1936, in 
connection with his communist activities in Wigan. Special 
Branch report dated 11th March, 1936 on 301/NWC/S83 (a copy 
of which was supplied to M.I.5), shows that BLAIR was born 
at Uotihari, Bengal, India, on 25th June, 1902, his father, 
Richard Walmesley BLAIR ; being a former Indian Civil Servant 
BLAIR junior was educated in this country (at Wellington 
and Eton) and in 1922 was appointed Assistant Superintendent 
of Police in Burma, but resigned in 1927 without giving 
any official reason for terminating his appointment, but is 
reported to have told his Intimate friends that he could 
not bring himself to arrest persons for comitting acts 
which he did not think were wrong. After resigning from 
the Burma Police, he seems to have eked out a precarious 
living as a free-lance journalist in France and wrote two 
books published by Victor Go 1 lanes, Ltd. of London. After 
his return to England he became a master at several , *'ii 
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preparatory schools, but gave up this work in 1933 owing to 
ill-health, and from 1934 devoted himself to literary work. 

A subsequent report on the file shows that in March, 1937, 
BLAIR was fighting in Spain with the P.O.U.M. contingent. 

BLAIR is also mentioned on Special Branch 
report, 402/41/T79 dated 10th March, 1941, (copy Bent toll. 1 . 
5), as having reviewed a book written by Ricnard TERRis^u, 
a well-known comnunist, on whom M.I.5 asked for a r^.ort. 


e ant. 





<5 
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Replies "by George ORWELL -o . 
Questionnaire issued, by "L'-IFT", 
the I.L.P. paper, November 194-1. 


* a - oRucu-'i CZ 

**Sa.x s/^* nt* a*-, 

««*= ic «_ P. J 


1,1,2, fi SLO X, 
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Q U E S T I O N]N AJI R 



w. 

H. N. 

Fenner 

t. f- 


Bills mine 

Brallsford 

Brockway 

Horrabta 

1 li the present Anglo-German conflict fundamentally an 

Yes 

f See mtir) 

Yes 

Yea 

Imperialist «arT . 

2 Whether Imperialist ur not. la It unimportant to British 

Certainly 


No. but 

No 

workers whether Britain or Germany triumphs ? 

Not 

No 

there Is 
third alter¬ 
native of 






Socialist 

Revolution 


J Is there any Important difference, from the worker s stand- 



Yes. hut 

Yes 

point, between British Imperialism and German Narism? 

Yes 

Yes 

ditto. 

4 la the struggle of China. Norway or Greece Imperialistic ? 

No 

No 

No 

No 




No. if their 

No 

3 Does It become so because assisted by Great Britain ? .. 

No 

No 

indepen¬ 

dence^*^ 

6 Should Socialists support the British war effort? 

No 

Yea 

No 

Yes 

7 Should Socialists support the present British Government ? 

No 

Yes 

No 

Yea 

S Should Socialists support strikes which hsve s legitimate 



Yea. but 

Depends on 

Industrial oblectlve. even If they retard the war effort" .. 

Under Na- 

No 

weighing 

t tonal Gov- 


the oblee- 

I he merits 


ernment 


live vilua- 

of the case 


Yea 


Hon 


9 la a Peace by NegoliaHon dealrable, at any price 7 

No 

No 

No: work 
for socialist 

No 

10 It a Peace by Negotiation possible si present, on terms 



revolution 


which would not leave Hiller master of continental 
Europe and wlib n free hand to continue the war on one 

No 

No 

No: ditto 

NO 

11 Ills the German Invasion of the U.S.S R. affected the Issue 



Yes: ditto 


of n neinitialed pence now ?.. 

Yea 

No 

Yes 

12 Is the prospect of a ncaotlalcd peace likely to stimulate or 

Would re- 




relard revolutionary opposition 10 Narism In the occupied 

larvlrevolu- 


Retard 

Would 

countries?. 

lionary op- 

No 

ditto. 

lend to 


position 



retard 

|J IflheU.S.S.R 1. defeated. I. the Ando.American com- 





blnatlon likely to achieve victory?.' 

No 

(are note) 

? 

Yes—after 
a long war 

14 Would victory ihen be possible by mainly military means? 

15 If so. Is the present British leadership adopttns and 

No 

Yes 

Doubtful 

No 

developing those means with sufficient speed? .. 

No 

No 

No 

— 



Yes. if 

Not as an 


16 Is the alternative of a psychological offamlie a practical 

It Is a 

No 

example 

alternative 

one?. 

Pvmlbllltv 


clven 

Alternative 
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No 

No 

No 

U.S.S.R. 
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QUESTIONNAIR 


Jl U the U.S.S.R.. if in nWint h . 

e the iltual Ion at t he cod of the war i 
I of Soviet • 


22 Will It be paulbie to avoid the dominance of cither 
Imperialism or Stalinism at the end of I he war ?.. 


2J lathe Brlttih Labour Movement I he main Bulwark aialml 
•uch a situation ?. 


24 Can the Brit Kb Labour Movement exercise a decisive 
Influence on the course of the war while In a tnlnorltr 
position In Parliament? .. 


25 la a Socialist, or a predominantly Socialist. Government 
possible of achievement durlna the course of the war ? .. 


26 Would It necessarily ttrenathen or weaken the war effort? 


27 Could such a Government be obtained by constitutional 
means—L/.. by a General Election? . 


28 If so. could mass pressure force the present Government lo 

face a General Election ?. 

29 If not. should the formation of such a Government by 
revolutionary means be attempted If suitable conditions 


30 Are such conditions likely to arise ? 


i decisive blow ? 


W. 

Dalian! Ine 


U.S.S.R. 

and the 
workers 


situation 


Yes 


Yes 


Only In 
contraction 
with a 
'irons trade 
Union 
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31 Would such an attempt fatally weaken the war effort and 
enable Miller let strike a t‘ 


32 Would It be probable that by that slate Hitler s own 
Internal position would also be extremely Insecure ? 


33 Should all Socialists who believe the present Government 
Incapable ofdefeallnt Nariitn. or who bellevethat Socialist 
methods would shorten the war and win the peace, unite 
In a common front for an Intense propaganda drive ? .. 


34 Should this drive be linked with support roe "Win the War 
by Socialism" candidates at present bye-elections? .. 


35 Could such a drive exert a decisive Influence on the course 
of the war?. 
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Brallsford 


Possibly 


Difficult 


Yes. If It 
could be 
awakened 


No 


I cannot 
see far 
Into the 
future 


No 


No 


Yea 


s 

5 

I 

z 

£ 


fen net 
Brock way 


Only If 
European 
revolution 
occurs 


Yes. by 
British lead 
with llber- 


Yex. 

at present 


It would 
begin 
Socialist 
Peace 
Offensive 
(Sec I?) 

Yes. 

possibly 

Yes. 

possibly 


Yes 

Yea 

No—then 
Europe will 
also be 
ripening for 
revolution 


Yes 


J. P. 

Horrnbrn 


It might — 
but who 
can say 

for certain? 


The r 


which may 


It would 
strengthen 

It—or It 
would not 
to 


Only In 
above 
conditions 

It might 


IP ... yes 

Who knows? 
They are 
not In sight 

It would 
be a risky 


Yea 


Not "Ifor 
the war" 
but end the 


Maybe-but 
the Gestapo 
is damn 
well organ- 


far 

Socialism 
and victory 
over Hitler, 
yes. Nor 
merely ami- 
4 


It mlthl 
become 
useful—I 
doubt the 
good effect 
at present 

Decisive?— 
I don't 
know 


144 



Catalogue Reference:kv/2/2699 



QUESTIONNAIRE 


Ft hr! 
Marinin | 

George 1 
Orwell 

George 

Padnsore 

Raymond 
Post gate 

Herbert 

Read 

C. A. 

Smith 

Joacph 

Southall 

Tom 

Winning- 

Impossible 

to MV 

No j 

t See sole) 

Probable 

1 hope not 

Don't know 
but hope 
not tf Soviet 
Communism 

Improbable 

If there U 
no Socialist 

“y£ 

Depends on 

of »ny vital 
alternative 

- 

Yea 

IStt above) 

Yea 

Yea 

Stalinism 
Depends 
chiefly on 
Bnthhwoek- 

mg class. 

thMHIttor 

Too soon 
to say 

No!!! 

Important 
but not 
the main 
one 

tier nolo 

Yea 

Not under 
Its present 
leadership 

At pment. 

No 

IStt Nolt) 

Il could 

Yen 

No. Il lacks 
the will to 
power 

Yes 

No 

Yes. If Its 
Industrial 
strength Is 
properly 
used 

Yea. with 
other 
leadership 
when It 
awake* 

<Set molt) 

Yes. but 
not revolu¬ 
tionary 
Socialist 

Yea 

fStt molt) 

Don't know 

(Srr molt) 

tflhe British 
position 
worsens, 
probably. 
Yet 

Not yet 

Yes 

These 
slogans 1 

Strengthen 

CSee molt) 

-necessarily 

neither 

Strengthen 

Strengthen. 
II achieved 
without 
civil war 

It would 
slop It 

Strengthen 

No 

Yea 

IStt molt) 

1 think 
not 

Yet 

Probably 
mil by.thh 

No. by 
passive 
resistance 

Yes 

Yea Of you 
delete the 
"If to") 

Yea 

IStt molt) 

No 

Yea 

Yes 

General 

election 

useless 

Yes 

Yea 

If the 

war toes 
on long 
enough! 

No 

Yea 

No 

Not If the 
suitable 
conditions 
existed 

.Certainly 

Let ua hope 
so 

(Srr molt) 

No 

No 

Yea 

Yea 

Only If 
defeat la 
Imminent 

No 

Yes 

Don't know 

Not 

ntctitorlly 
(icpciiili on 
circum¬ 
stance* 

Yes. by 
general 
strike 
Yes. unless 
■he pluto¬ 
crats stop 
In lime 
Yes. to first 
half : No 
lo aecond 

//-of 

course 

No 

IStt molts 

Probably 

No 

■cc 31 

No one 
knows 

Not 

necessarily 

No 

Ye* 

That 
depends 
largely on 
us 

Yea 

Yes 

* 

Yea 

IStt molt) 

Yea 

Yes. but 
Socialists 
not 

Stalinists 

Yea. of 
courae 

Yet 

Yes 

Yes 

Has props 
tan da value 

1 w ould not 
approve 
•uch 
efforts 

Yea 

Yes 

No. you 
cannot 
“Win the 
War" 

IStt molt) 

Who can 
•ay? 

Probably 

1 

Tse decisive 
factor will 
oe hunger 

Don’t 

know 

Ye* 

Don't 

know 

It should 
atop the mad 
bull ness. 

Yes 


2 45 


H.m 


Image Referenced 














































■ 




b c-'vc 


REFERENCE NO : P.2 


SECTION : 


F.2a/EHC. 


51 


SURNAME ; BLAIR 
CHRISTIAN NAMES : Eric Arthur 


@ George OR',YELL. 


PLACE AND DATE oi birth : 25.6.02 in Bengal, India. 

profession ; Journalist and Author. 


ADDRESS ; 


77, Parliament Hill, N.W. 


vO 


tf.iere Jcr -°* n > tho number and date of passport, or any particulars 
of travel abroad. should be given.. 

, r ent to India in 1922 and back to England on leave in 
1927. Shortly afterwards went to Francb. 

On 7.7.27 he was issuedwith British Indian passnort No. 
11542 at Rangoon, and in 1932 he submitted this to the"Passport 
Office, London, for renewal. 

K . I* t - ‘ t 






* 


fr'V - 


v „ 

’ V J 


Jio ' 

So 3<, a© 

Will you please ootain Passport Office papers, if any, for t 
above mentioned individual© 


So 3© b .o 


(Signature) Y/. Sprcule, 
(date) 18.8.41. 


I*- u’ 

x "i 

S, Form iOlr. 


a C^ 1 


/— —4 
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COPY . 

DEPARTMENT B.B.fl . 
BLAIR, Eric Arthur 


Mr 


Born 25.6.1903 Motihari, India 


British. 


Father British. 

Mother French by birth, now British. 
Wife British. 


Address 


111 Langford Court, V 
Abbey Rd., N.W.1. ' 


rc 

• 1 


Nat. Reg. No. DFHA 97/1 

Applicant for employment as 
Assistant, Empire Dept. 

Previous employment: 1922-28: 
Indian Imperial Police. 

Lately: Worked for Ministry of 
Information. 


isnivov a?auo33ii dnihion 

s ^at &L-Xc 
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CROSS REF E RENCE 
SUBJECT: OR.iELL, George 9 3LaIR Eric Arthur. 

Extract frox Press Cutting frox. t^e R . dated 28.9* 

George OR.VELL was one of the signatories to a Joint Peace Lar.ifesto 
issued by the Peace Pledge Union, the Society of Friends, the No lore 
War I/.ovement, the Independent Labour Party, the International African 
Bureau, the Labour Party and the Parliamentary Pacifist Group. 




Original in 


S. Form 81. 


9 : F.. ?/l4 # 7.1 _ 39a 


dated 


28.9.1938 


J «E .1.. • 
7-8.41 
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Reporl 


BL-iIR 3l ORV.'SLL. 


dated 25.8.1936. 


With reference to minute 2 of the attached file respecting 
3ric Arthur BIAIR 9 George ORViEIi_pnd premises 3t 1, South End Road, 
Hu-ustead, occupied by Francis Gergory We atrope who carries on business 
at that adiress as a bookseller under the style of 'Booklovers' 

Corner' 

The name 'Booklovers' Corner' and the name Francis G. ’..'estrope 
is painted over the address in question. The name 'Booklovers' 

Corner' is also shewn on stationery used by Y/estrope, a specimen of 
which is submitted. 

The Registrar of Business Names has been consulted, and 
states that°in his opinion the words 'Booklovers' Corner' do not 
constitute a Business Name, and he does not consider that 
Y/estrope is contravening the Registration of Business Nac.es Act, 191o. 

Prior to giving this opinion the Registrar had said that 
stationery bearing a Business Name brought the user within the 
Act, and in view of this, Westrope was instructed to register the 
name 'Booklovers' Corner'. He has not yet done so, but the 
Registrar states that if he makes application to register the name, 
his application will not be fefused. 

In these circumstances, I respectfully suggest that no farther 
action be taken by the police. 






J .E.Li 
7.£.41. 
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„ .fc- 

Sergeant Sutlee called 
this afternoon. The Chief 
Constable of Wigan has come 
across E.A.BLAIR addressing 
Communist Party meetings in 
his area, and has asked S.B. 
if they could supply any 
information about him. 

I told Sergeant Sutleee 
briefly the gist of our 
information. He will let 
us have a full report in 
due course. 
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Telephone . 

Victoria SS40. 


Tehnrr 'i'htc Addreu: 

• tblfahof, 1’aiu,., London.' 


Plutso quote Reference 


JWS 



Passport Office, 

1, Queen Anne’s Gate Buildings, 
Dartmouth Street, 

Westminster, 


London, S.W.l. 


11th January 1929. 





r 

ft 


Dear killer. 

With reference to your letter of the loth 
instant (k.C), the only records we have in the name 
of kr. E.A. Blair are as follows 

(1) Edward Alexander Blair, born at kalta 
on kay 16, 1909, who was granted passport No. 763 

at kainz on June 22, 1928. No previous passport was- 
produced at the time of the issue of that document. 

(2) Eric Arthur Blair. On the 7th kay 
1928 we were requested to amend passport No. 11542, 
issued at Rangoon in 1927, to show his profession as r 
"journalist", kr. Blair having resigned from the 
Indian Police on January 1, 1928. 

The address in Paris - 6, Rue du Pot de Per - 
would not appear to convey anything to us. 

Yours sincerely, 


Captain H.k. killer. 
New Scotland Yard, 
S.W.l. 
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Could you very kindly let me 
ulars of tir. E.A. BLAIR, v/ho is 
Rue du Pot de Fer in Paris? 

Yours sincerely 
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Tear V.T., 

r.B./S. 14*1,29. 

( "] r A y • A• BLAIR of 6, rue du ot de Per, ?*>ris 5, 

i* 7 of rering to not r*s ' aria corrsa-ondort in the ’‘'Vorteera* 
-’lfe ’ 1 . 1 oaanot identify him at ill from our records 

or definitely through Paaepo t Off joe, to /horn the address 
6, rno du Pot do For convoys nothing. They have, however, 
traces of the following Individuals of the surname and 
initials: 

(1) Edward Alexander Blair, born at Malta on 
ilay 16, 1909, who was granted passport Ho, 763 at Mainz 
on June 22, 1928. Ho previous passport was produced at 
the time of the issue of that document. 

(2) Brie Arthur Blair. On the 7th May, 1928,(Stt*®* 
were requested to amend passport T Jo. 11542, issued at 
Rangoon in 1927, to show'his profession as "Journalist”, 
Br. Blair having resigned from the Indian Police on 
January 1, 1923.^ 

1 wonder if you could v-?ry kindly get something 
for us about this person? 

Yours 3incerely. 


Ouj 


8S 
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* 2 Jf* 
^■ !& r A 7 



Dear Stafford, 


il.C./S 15.1.29. 

Very many thanks indeed for your JV/S. of 11th 
January, 1929, about the two Blairs. It is interesting 
about the ex-Indian Policeman "journalist". Investigations 
are proceeding. 
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Secret. 


In reply state NUMBER and DATE. 


i 




/ *■. 

" * — 3 






CX/12650/1988 , dated 8.2.29. 

V. 




Captain Miller, 
Scotland Yard. 


E • A. 3LAXR. 


~h yLY 


||v/u 


I 

/ 


Reference your D.B./S., dated 14.1.29., who is reported by you 
to be anxious to work in Paris for the "Workers’ Life” : 


jry 

\ 



reports that Eric Arthur BLAIR was 
born on 25.6.02. at Montjherj, Bengal, India, his parents being 
Richard Walinsley Blair and Ida Mabel Blair nde Ijmousin. He is a 
single man and lodges at 6, Rue du Pot de Fer, Paris, having arrived 
in France on 7.6.28. BLAIR apparently states that he is the Paris 
correspondent for the "Daily Herald", "Daily Express", "G.K’s Weekly", 
but he makes no mention of the "Workers’ Weekly". 

BLAIR, states, wrote three articles in the 

"Progrds Civique" of 29.12.28., 5th and 12th January, 1929, entitled 
"La Grande Misdre de l’Ouvrier Britannique". The first article dealt 
with unemployment in England, which, according to Blair, is due to the 
war; the second with how the unemployed tramp spends his day; the 
third with London’s beggars. He spends his time reading various news 
papers, among which is "L'Humanity", but he has not so far been seen 
to mix with Communists in Paris and until he does 
considers that the French will not interfere with him. 



THIS IS A COPY 
ORIGINAL DOCUMENT RETAINED 
IN DEPARTMENT UNDER SECTION 
,3(4)0F THE PUBLIC RECORDS 
j ACT 1968. 'itoob'. 
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RuruLiTAN POLICE 
1 2 MAR 1936 


:;arch 
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did not think were wrong, 

Shortly after resigning from the Indian Police, 
Blair went to France, and for some time eked out a precarious 
living as a free lance Journalist. hilst in Peris, he took 
an interest in the activities of the French Cor-’.iunist Party, 
arxl spent a good deal of time studying "La^ Hu manl W'. Information 
is not available to shew whether he was an active supporter of 
the revolutionary movement in France, tut it is known that whilst 
there, he offered his services to the "./orders* Life', the lore- 
run.or of the “tally Worker", as Paris correspondent. 

Turing his stay in Paris, he also collected 
part material for a book entitled "A Down and Out in London and 
Paris”, which he wrote under the noia dc plume, Orwell, t nder 
the same style, he has recently completed a book ealxe urmese 
Days", which deals with his experiences in .uroa. Both the 
above books are published by Victor Gollancz, Ltd., 14, enrietta 
Street, tf.C., a firm which specialises in Left I -d literature. 

Following hie stay in Paris, Blair returned 
to London, and spent some time living the life of a down and out' 
tn obtain the necessary material to complete the book mentioned 


school known as The Hawthorne", enuren -lu^csc*, 

1 remained there for a year, leaving at the end of this period 
to take a similar position at another preparatory school known 
as Fray's College, Uarefield Road, Uxbridge, Middlesex, lie 
continued as a master at this school until the end of 1933, when 
he became ill, principally through his experiences as a 
and out*, and for a time he was a patient at the Uxbridge and 

District Cottage Hospital. 

On being discharged fron hospital in January 

Blair went to Suffolk to recuperate, and gave his ss 


'down 
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- I 


a e 36, High Street, SouthwoId. 


He later returned to London, and ha. since 


has been 


woman named 


devoted himself to literary wrk^ndfor been 

living with a Mrs. RogftUofl S^L*VCtei™»ey«r‘ az£ a woman named 
t T f > n at 77, T a rlianent Hill, !(• 

Special Branch records contain no reference to 


Giason, but Obermeyer is reported to have left for Buesla on 



rope is not registered as conducting an 
and there is no reason to believe that 
rd. The amount of'correspondence delivered 
. is possible that he forwards letters 
ntances without payment, as he no doubt 
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under the Registration of Business Semes Act, 1916. Westrope r { 
has not been approached, and no enquiries have been made at 
77, Parliament Hill. In view of the possibility of w'estrope 
h a n d l ing correspondence of a revolutionary character, it is 
respectfully suggested that the question of his registering the 
name "Booklovers • Corner" be held in abeyance. 

The passport description of Blair is :- 

born 25-6-1902, height 6* 2", eyes grey, hair brown, 
tattoo marks on backs of hands. 


I submitted. 


Submitted. 


Six copies of his passport photograph are 


\\: \ 


V. v 
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